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Purpose of Report 

 

The report recommends the freehold transfer of Jubilee Park Deeping St James to 

Deeping St James Parish Council.  

 

 

Recommendations 

 

That Cabinet: 

1. Approves the freehold transfer of Jubilee Park Deeping St James to 
Deeping St James Parish Council for a nominal consideration of £1. 

2. Delegates authority to the Chief Finance Officer in consultation with the 
Cabinet Member for Housing and Property to agree Heads of Terms for the 
disposal. 
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Decision Information 

Is this a Key Decision? Yes 

Does the report contain any 
exempt or confidential 
information not for publication? 

No  

What are the relevant corporate 
priorities?  

Growth and our economy 

Housing that meets the needs of all residents 

Healthy and strong communities 

Clean and sustainable environment 

High performing Council 

Which wards are impacted? Deeping St. James 

 

1.  Implications 
 

Taking into consideration implications relating to finance and procurement, legal and 

governance, risk and mitigation, health and safety, diversity and inclusion, safeguarding, 

staffing, community safety, mental health and wellbeing and the impact on the Council’s 

declaration of a climate change emergency, the following implications have been 

identified: 

 

Finance and Procurement  

 

1.1 The operational costs incurred with the maintenance of the Park will be transferred 

to Deeping St James Parish Council upon the transfer date.  It is expected that 

transfer will take place on 1 April 2023 in readiness for the 2023/24 financial year.   

 

Alison Hall-Wright, Assistant Director of Finance  

 

Legal and Governance 

 

1.2 There are no significant legal or governance implications arising from this report 

that are not already set out in the body of the report. 

 

Graham Watts, Assistant Director of Governance and Deputy Monitoring Officer  

 

2. Background to the Report 
 

2.1  The Council has been engaging with town and parish councils over recent months 

in a collaborative way in order to identify assets that would be better placed in the 



hands of local ownership and responsibility.  Deeping St James Parish Council 

has positively responded to this and requested that Jubilee Park be transferred to 

the Parish Council for a nominal consideration of £1.  Following the transfer, all 

ongoing maintenance and improvement works will become the sole responsibility 

of the Parish Council.   

  

2.2 The area in question is shown on the Land Registry Plan shown at Appendix A.  

 

2.3 The proposed Heads of Terms relating to the transfer are: 

 

• Freehold transfer for a nominal consideration of £1 

• Pre-emption right in favour of the District Council to re-purchase the site at 

the original sale price should the Parish Council wish to sell the land 

• Both parties responsible for their legal costs 

 

2.4 Transfer of the asset to the Parish Council will need to satisfy the best value 

provisions of the LGA and accordingly, the Council will therefore need to 

demonstrate that best value has been obtained or that the transfer helps to secure 

the economic social or environmental well-being of its area. The proposal is that 

disposals should be at nominal consideration of £1. This may amount to an 

undervalue against a strict ‘open market’ valuation of the asset, however, the 

Council has the benefit of a general consent from the Secretary of State for such 

disposals if the undervalue is less than £2million (which it will be in these cases), 

and the proposal contributes to promoting economic, social, or environmental 

wellbeing in its area. It is considered that placing ownership and maintenance of 

this sort of asset in the hands of the local community through its Parish Council is 

justifiable as contributing to social and environmental wellbeing.  The District 

Council will no longer be incurring the ongoing financial responsibility for the 

operational and maintenance aspects of the asset and this cost saving will offset 

the disposal of Jubilee Park for a nominal consideration.    

2.5 It is proposed that both parties will meet their own respective legal costs 

associated with the transfer. 

2.6 The associated land registry Title Plan and Register for each of the proposed sites 

are appended to the report.   

 

3. Key Considerations 
 

3.1 The key areas for Members to consider are set out in the report. 

 

4. Other Options Considered 
 

4.1 That the Council retains Jubilee Park. 

 

 

 



5. Reasons for the Recommendations 
 

5.1 The reasons for the recommendation are set out in the report. 

 

 

6. Appendices 
 

6.1  Appendix A – Jubilee Park Deeping St James location  

 

 


